Biopsy-proven acute tubular necrosis in a child attributed to vancomycin intoxication.
Acute renal failure in children treated with vancomycin typically presents with interstitial nephritis. There is debate as to the extent of direct tubular toxicity attributable to vancomycin, especially in the absence of aminoglycoside treatment. We report a case of acute tubular necrosis (ATN) associated with vancomycin toxicity in an 8-year-old boy where there is no likely alternate explanation for toxic or ischemic injury. Treatment with hemodialysis resulted in the elimination of vancomycin from the circulation and subsequent improvement in renal function.